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Living a godly life as a first century Jewish person was complex.  
Godliness was achieved by keeping The Law.  Because there 
were hundreds of laws to follow to stay godly, The Law became a 
heavy burden.  Jesus took the complex, burdensome law and 
simplified it by saying, “Love the Lord your God with all you 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all 
your strength.  Love your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew  
12:30-31).  When he invited the weary to come to him and take 
his yoke, he was offering them the choice between the complex 
burdensome teaching of the Pharisees and the law of love that 
he offered (Matthew 11:28-30).  
 

Sometimes I feel as if modern-day Christianity has gotten too 
complex.  We pile expectations on people that are beyond what 
Jesus had intended.  We need to become a simple church with a 
clear message that points people to Jesus.   
 

The first step is to accept Jesus as Lord. Once we accept Jesus 
Christ as Lord and become a disciple, our goal is to be like Jesus   
by loving God and loving people the way Jesus loves God and 
loves people.  Paul prays for the Ephesian Church that they 
would be rooted in the love of Christ (Ephesians 3:17-18).  Peter 
describes the second step when he encouraged disciples to 
grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ  
(1 Peter 3:18).  Grace is God’s love in action.   When we serve 
and show hospitality like Jesus, we are growing in grace.   
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Becoming a Simple Church continued 

To be rooted in Christ and growing and grace, we must know our starting point and the steps we 
need to take to be more like Jesus.  We have identified four practices that help us become more like 
Jesus.  The first practice is Passionate Worship.  Worship is where we love God with all our heart.  It 
is a time to give God praise and recognize God for what God has done.  The second practice is  
Intentional Faith Development.  By studying Scripture we love God with all our mind.  Prayer helps 
align our will with God’s will and prepares us to live out our faith.  The third is Serving People.  When 
we love God with all our strength we are loving God by following the example of Jesus to serve.  The 
fourth is Extravagant Generosity.  We love God with all our soul when we sacrifice as Jesus  
sacrificed.  Paul warned Timothy that the love of money destroys our faith.  When we love God with 
all our soul, giving becomes an opportunity to show our loyalty and love. 
 

As we grow in our faith and become more like Jesus, we are also to carry out the mission that Jesus 
has given us (Matthew 28:16-20).  Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus to transform the world.  
The way to become a simple church is to make sure that everything we do aligns with the mission.   
 

We share the gospel so people will become disciples of Jesus. 
We share the character and actions of Jesus so disciples can be more like Jesus. 
We equip disciples to make disciples.  
 

As we Celebrate 200 years of Wesley Chapel, may we become a simple church with a simple  
mission, becoming more like Jesus together. 
 

Pastor Tony Alstott 

Thank You 
Wesley Chapel,   
Thank you so much for my large print Bible.  
Judy Mills 
 
Pastor Tony and Wesley Chapel,  
Thank you for your visit to our home the week of my husband’s passing and for your prayers. 
Please thank the church for the lovely planter.  
God bless you,  
Wanda Juliot 
 
Wesley Chapel,  
Thank you all for your prayers and support. Also, thank you for the beautiful prayer blanket. This 
means so much to us.  
Mary and Jerry Baker 
 
Wesley Chapel, Thank you so much for the beautiful Peace Lily.  
Dena Hawkins, daughter of Martha Jones 
 
Wesley Chapel, Thanks so much for all you do in support of our class and the study of God’s word 
in the community. You are a blessing to us and we pray for God’s blessing Wesley.  
The Bible Study Fellowship Team 
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Disaster Response 
The damage in Salem, Indiana due to May’s 
flooding is currently being assessed by 
Homeland Security.  30 businesses and 22 
homes have been damaged. Michael Irvine, 
Disaster Response Coordinator for the  
Indiana Conference United Methodist 
Church expects to hear an update once 
those assessments are complete.  Bill  
Amerson, a member of Wesley Chapel, is a 
certified UMCOR Emergency Response 
Team leader and Co-South District Disaster 
Coordinator. If you feel called to be part of a 
disaster response team, please contact the 
church office at 812.944.2570.  The  
response team would most likely be a  
clean-up crew.   
 

Emergency Response Team  
Training 
Wesley Chapel will be hosting two disaster 
training sessions in June.  Bill Amerson will 
be leading the training for each session. 
ERTs respond to communities affected by 
disasters such as floods, tornadoes, or  
hurricanes. 
 

Friday, June 16 an Early Response Team 
(ERT) Re-certification course will be offered 
from 6:00 - 9:00 pm at Wesley Chapel.  Cost 
of the training is $10.00.  This session is for 
any person previously certified as an 
ERT.  ERT certifications are good for three 
years.  
 

Saturday, June 17 an Early Response Team 
(ERT) training will be offered from 8:30 am 
- 5:30 pm at Wesley Chapel. Cost for this 
training is $25.00.  Lunch will be  
provided.  This training is for anyone not 
previously trained.  
 

To register for one of these training  
sessions visit www.inumc.org and click on 
the calendar. If you have any questions con-
tact Bill Amerson at 502-938-4557. 
 
 
 

A Letter From the South District 
South District has many opportunities for people 
to serve as pastors for our churches. This June 
we celebrate graduations, moves out of Indiana, 
and other departures of persons who have 
served as pastors among us. Thus, we also face 
an insufficient number of pastors to care for our 
congregations.  
 

We are looking for people with the gifts of  
leading and teaching to care for the vacancies in 
our area. If you believe God may be calling you, 
contact your pastor or contact me directly at 
812.951.0388. 
 

Gary M. Schaar 
District Superintendent  
 

Pack the Bus 
Wesley Chapel will collect school supplies as 
part of the annual “Pack the Bus” drive during 
the month of June.  If you are able to help  
provide school supplies to students in our area, 
then please bring the items in to the church on 
Sundays, June 4-18. School supplies requested: 
solid color folders with prongs; 24-count boxes 
of crayons; 10-12 pack pencils; glue sticks, and 
large erasers. If you have questions about this  
ministry, please contact Debbie Smith at  
polarbear2631@twc.com. Thank you for your 
service to the students of our community!   
 

Marriage Tip 
In the evenings share tasks such as  
cooking dinner, doing dishes, putting kids to bed, 
etc.  Then you both get the rest of the evening to 
spend together.  This does wonders for your 
marriage and your sanity. 
 

Serving Opportunities 
The Safety Team has opportunities for EMTs, 
Firemen, Physicians, Nurses, and Law  
Enforcement to serve. 
 

The Facility Management Team has serving  
opportunities on the lawn care team for  
servants who can operate a push mower and/or 
electric trimmer. 
 

If you are able to serve in any of these areas call 
the church office at 812.944.2570. 
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Gadgets and Gizmos, VBS 2017  
VBS will be Monday through Thursday evenings June 19 - 22 from 6:30 - 8:30.  VBS is open to all 
children in the community ages 4 years through grade 8 (2017/2018 school year).  There is a  
nursery and a class for children ages 2 and 3 of any parents who are serving in VBS.  The  
registration for VBS is online at wesleychapel.org. There will be sign-ups in the church lobby  
beginning June 4.   
 
Connect Class During VBS 
If you want to become a member of Wesley Chapel, or if you just want to discover some of the  
basics of faith and discover where your passions line up with opportunities here at Wesley Chapel, 
join Pastor Tony as he leads this class during VBS week, June 19-22 from 7:00 - 8:00 pm. Visit  
wesleychapel.org/life-groups/ to sign up. 
 
Wesley Wednesday 
Wesley Wednesday resumes on Wednesday, August 9. The meal begins at 5:30 pm. Life Groups 
begin at 6:30 pm. 
 

 A Walk with Jesus - This 8-week study will be on the book of Mark. If you are new to studying 
the Bible, this class is for you.  Debbie Smith is the facilitator and there is no cost. 

 

 MacArthur Bible Studies: John - John MacArthur takes readers through the book of John,     
exploring how every miracle, teaching, and action of Jesus proved he was the Word, the       
Messiah, and the Son of God. Ron Van Tyle is the facilitator and the cost is $7.00.  

 

 All Things New - Over 8 weeks this ladies’ study will lead you through the Letter of                        
2 Corinthians. Each of us has a message to proclaim and live by: Because of Jesus the old has 
gone; the new has come.  The facilitators are Rhonda Alstott and Kelley Hessig and the cost is 
$13.00.  

 

 Who Am I - This 8-week study will explore spiritual gifts and includes a temperament               
assessment. The facilitator is Paul Bryan and the cost is $5.00. 

 

 Manhood Restored - This 8-week study leads men on a journey through masculinity, with       
Bible-study sessions on the problems men face, God's solutions, and the restorations of 
worldview, sexuality, vision, and family.  Bill Sabala is the facilitator and the cost is $9.00. 

 

 Connect Class - If you want to become a member of Wesley Chapel, or if you just want to        
discover some of the basics of faith and discover where your passions line up with opportunities 
here at Wesley Chapel, join Pastor Tony as he leads this class. No cost. 

 
Thursday 
 Precept -  The class will studying the book of Acts. Rhonda Alstott and Marcia Latimer are the 

facilitators. The class begins Thursday, September 14 at 9:00 am. Book hand-out will be   
Thursday, September 7 at 9:00 am. The cost is $20.00. 

 
Friday 
 

 Finding I Am - This ladies’ study explores the seven “I AM” statements of Jesus found in the    
Gospel of John. Through this interactive, in-depth study we will be trading feelings of           
emptiness and depletion for the fullness of knowing who Jesus is - like never before. Becky   
Perkins is the facilitator. The class begins on Friday, August 11 at 9:00 am and the cost is 
$15.00. 

 
For more information or to sign up for any of these life groups visit wesleychapel.org/life-groups/. 
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Philippians 1:4-6 

 
As we celebrate our past, present, and future, our hope is that Wesley Chapel will continue to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ to transform the world. In order to “Carry It On,” we believe there are  
certain values Wesley Chapel possesses that have allowed us to thrive and continue the mission of 
making disciples.  
 
1. We have a commitment to the mission by sharing the gospel.  
2. We have been able to relate to the current generation while keeping the purity of the gospel   
     message.  
3. We have always placed a high value on focusing on our children and youth.  
4. We continue to emphasize a biblical discipleship pathway.  
 
When we look at all the accomplishments of Wesley Chapel in the last 200 years, we must pause 
and give God all the glory. It is by God’s grace that we are here today, and it is by God’s grace that 
we will continue to Carry It On!  
 
Saturday, July 8, Wesley World Changers - Join us as we celebrate those who have been raised 
in Wesley Chapel and went on to serve in full-time ministry. At 5:00 pm we will have a pitch-in  
dinner. Bring a side dish to share. Meat and table service will be provided. At 6:00 pm there will be 
a worship service to celebrate. Childcare will be available beginning at 5:50 pm. 
 
Sunday, July 9 - All 3 of our Sunday morning worship services, 8:30; 9:45, and 11:00 will be the 
same “Celebrate 200” worship service.  That evening join us for a concert by Steve Amerson. The 
doors open with a free-will offering bar-b-que dinner at 5:00 pm followed by the concert at  
6:30 pm. Tickets are $10.00. Purchase your tickets by visiting the church office Monday - Thursday  
between 9:00 am and 4:00 pm. Childcare will be available beginning at 6:20 pm. 
 
Sunday, July 16 - During our regular Sunday morning worship services we will be honoring those 
who have been members for 50 or more years. 
 
Saturday, July 29, Family Celebration - Join us at New Albany River Run Family Water Park, 224 
W. Daisy Lane from 7:00 - 9:00 pm. Refreshments will be provided. This is a free event for all ages. 
(Rain date: Saturday, August 5) 
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Youth Mentoring 
“Mentor Me” is a discipleship program that pairs 
adults with youth to encourage them in their faith 
journey.  If you feel called to serve as a mentor to 
a youth, contact Dennis Shireman at 
youth@wesleychapel.org.  Mentors will need to 
complete Child Protection Guidelines training  
sessions.  
 
Southern Indiana Night at the  
Louisville Bats 
Southern Indiana Night at Louisville Slugger Field 
is on Friday, June 9. Tickets for this event are only 
$7.00 in advance. If you would like to order tickets 
for this event contact Dennis Shireman at 
812.944.2570 or youth@wesleychapel.org. 
 
Shout 
Shout is a free Christian concert on June 3 from 
7:00 - 10:00 pm at Silver Heights Youth Camp and 
Retreat Center under the stars in the 800 seat 
open air tabernacle at 501 Camp Ave,  
New Albany. This is a family event with local music 
from Holly Abbott; Ryan Lynton; 240 Strings, and 
Hush Harbor.  Everyone is invited to come and  
enjoy a great night of live music, campfire, food, 
and fellowship. 
 
Church Camp 
  Silver Heights Camp, New Albany – This is a  
local, overnight camp for Grades 6 – 12  from  
June 11-16.  Silver Heights Camp will again be 
free this year for kids in middle school and high 
school; however, space is limited to 60  
participants.  To register, call Colleen Endres at 
812.246.6462. Our theme this year will be based in 
Romans: Decisions to follow, live, and serve God 
effectively. 
 

The annual camp meeting is the same week, June 
11-16 at 7:00 pm. There will be a different speaker 
each evening. 
 

June 11 - Stu Perry, USpiritus and Professional          
                   Wrestler 
 

June 12 - Rev. Leanne Hadley, Christ Church UMC 
 

June 13 - Rev. Terry Blackford, First Church of  
                   God 
 

June 14 - Rev. Tony Alstott, Wesley Chapel UMC 
 

June 15 - Rev. Ron Ellis, St. James UMC 
 

June 16 - Rev. David Harkelroad, Faith Community        
                   Church 

Capital Campaign Update 
This month we celebrate that six families 
have given 100% of their pledge to “the 
WAY forward” Capital Campaign.  Glory to 
God for the faithfulness of the people.  For 
those who have completed their pledge and 
to those who are still contributing, thank 
you for your generosity. 
We are securing the  
future of Wesley  
Chapel.  If you want to 
know your progress on 
the capital campaign, please send an email 
to wesley@wesleychapel.org.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
XFuge Mission Trip 
The youth mission trip to Belmont  
University in Nashville, TN will be  
June 26 - July 1. Please pray for those  
attending. 
 

Adult Leaders: Dennis Shireman;  
Madison Atkinson; Rob Killebrew; Molly 
Noonan; Teresa Shireman, and Natalie 
Young 
 

Students: Jonathan Holsapple; Kaylan 
Caufield; Sami Johnson; Alisha Harper; 
Kiera Harper; Kerstin Garland; Emma 
McDaniels; Corey Kime; Maggie Kime; 
Courtney Kime; Alexa Young; Morgan  
Cousins; Desiree Freiberger; Katie West; 
Sierra Crim; Vickie Kessinger, and Reagan 
Killebrew 
 
Takin’ It To The Streets 
The Youth will be partnering with Clean 
Socks Hope on Thursdays from 10:00 am to 
2:00 pm in June and July.  We will be  
ministering to Middle and High School  
students in the Midtown neighborhood in 
New Albany.      
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Welcome to Wesley Chapel     
wesleychapel.org 

  

Wesley Chapel UMC 
  

2100 Hwy 150, Floyds Knobs 
Office:  812.944.2570 ~  Fax:  812.944.2851 

www.wesleychapel.org 
  

Tony Alstott ~ Lead Pastor 
  extension 27   email: pastortony@wesleychapel.org 
  

Rob Killebrew ~  Director of Passionate Worship  
  extension 24   email: praise@wesleychapel.org 
  

Becky Perkins ~ Director of Intentional Faith Development 
  extension 30   email:  faith@wesleychapel.org 
 

Peter Williams ~ Director of Serve 
  extension 25   email:  serve@wesleychapel.org 
 

Dennis Shireman ~ Director of Youth & Young Adults 
   extension 29   email:  youth@wesleychapel.org 
   

Gina Wampler ~ Secretary 
  extension 21   email:  secretary@wesleychapel.org 
  

Melissa DeLuca ~ Receptionist 
   extension 22   email:  receptionist@wesleychapel.org 
  

Wayne Perkins ~ Maintenance/Building Security 
                      email: wesley@wesleychapel.org 
  

Kevin Berry ~ Custodian 
                          email: :  custodian@wesleychapel.org  


